ASCC NMS Panel
Approved Minutes

Monday, February 20, 2012





10:30 AM -12:00 PM

110 Denney Hall
ATTENDEES: Dinan, Hadad, Hogle, Krissek, Singer, Valco, Vankeerbergen, Von Frese
AGENDA: 
1. Approval of 1-9-12 minutes
Krissek, Singer, unanimously approved
2. Concurrence request for Comp Studies 3646  
Several units have been asked to provide concurrence (e.g., Center for Life Science Education).
Singer, Valco, unanimously approved
3. Physics 5740 (new course)  
· New course previously taught as 694. Cross-listed with Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering. 

· Available to both undergraduates and graduates. 

· Suggestions to unit: 

· Prerequisites: Specification of biology, physics, math prereq would be useful for undergraduates. 

· When course is taught as Physics course, need to provide an ASC syllabus to students. See pp. 10-11 of ASC curriculum handbook.
Singer, Valco, unanimously approved (with 2 suggestions)

4. Geography 2960 (add Physical Science GE to existing course)  
· This course exists under quarters with no GE status. NMS panel to decide whether course is appropriate for Physical Science GE category and whether it is appropriate for (1) both BS and BA or (2) BA only.
· This course contains a lab. Considering the amount of time that seems to be spent on lab, this looks much like a BA lab course (significant part of the labs are field trips). At first view, the course can be compared to Earth Sciences 100. Since committee is charged with BA/BS-BA differentiation, the Panel needs additional information about the labs. Without knowing details about the labs, it is difficult to gauge if the course should count for BA students only or both BA and BS students.
· Issue: a student obtaining a BA, only needs to take one lab course under semesters.
· Geography 120 has a lab and has GEC natural science status.  It can be taken alone or as part of a sequence with Earth Sciences 100 or 105.

· This course does not have any prerequisites.
· Schedule: Class meets twice a week. Are these 1hr 20 min meetings? NMS Panel would also need to know the duration of the labs.  
· In proposal, replace references to “GEC” with “GE.” 
· GE rationale, 2nd page, under point 3, replace “Geography 220” with semester course number.
· Clarify number of lab assignments: (1) the Evaluations section of the syllabus: mentions 10 lab assignments at 4% each; (2) the Schedule section of the syllabus: lists 11 labs (plus 2 field trips and 1 review for final exam); (3) the GE rationale, under point 4: mentions 10 labs but 9 assignments.
· Attendance policy: How does a student make up a lab/field trip?
· Extra credit policy should only be available to all students. The current phrasing leads one to believe that might not be the case: “Under exceptional circumstances, and at the discretion of the instructor, extra credit opportunities are available.”
No vote taken. Dept will be contacted for clarifications regarding items in bold above.
5. Environmental Engineering Minor—semester conversion  
· Quarter version is currently open to ASC students. Already approved by CAA.

· Observation: Required courses under quarters were higher level (500- and 600-level); under semesters, the required courses are lower (2000- and 3000-level). The titles are not identical. Semester minor no longer requires calculus for the required courses. Comment from other Panel member: Perhaps there was no consistency for the course numbers under quarters. Or the renumbering might partly have to do with appealing to a wider audience. 

· Pp.9 and 11: It seems like the nature of the minor is changing. In addition to the Calculus prereq change, electives have now been expanded to units beyond Engineering (Earth Sciences, ENR). Thus, this is not a straightforward conversion. 

· This is still a challenging minor. 

Krissek, Singer, unanimously approved
6. Nuclear Engineering Minor—semester conversion

· Quarter version is currently open to ASC students. Already approved by CAA.
· The “Introduction to Nuclear Science and Engineering” course is expanded to include content in the area of Reactor Theory and Radiological Safety. 

· Suggested change: Semester Advising Sheet: Option: select 2: replace this with “select a minimum of 6 hours from the following courses”.
· Transition plan is good.

Singer, Valco, unanimously approved
Panel thinks that the BA/BS distinction needs to be maintained for the Natural Science GE category.
